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THE BRAMBLE. 

“Then said all the trees unto the bramble, come thou 
and reign over us. And the bramble said unto the 
trees, if in ‘truth ye anoint me king over you, then 
come and put your trust in my shadow ; ond if not let 
fire come outof the beamble and devour the cedars of 
Lebanon,—JupGes ix; 14, 15, 

Instruction, exortation and admonition, are fre- 
quently conveyed to the mind as clearly, and 
much more impressively and lastingly, by para- 
bles than by the simple narration of literal facts, 
accompanied by the most wholesome advice of 
the speaker, and appeals to the reason and un- 
derstanding of the hearer. The imagery employ- 
ed in parables, and the field thereby opened for 
the imagination to play, and the passions to op- 
erate, will frequently prove efficacious in opening 
an avenue tothe heart, riveting the attention and 
stimulating to action, when no other mode of ad- 
dress would succeed. And of all modes of rebuke, 
it is for one so pungent, the most modest and in- 
offensive. This may account for the circumstance 
that our ienoor sq son yd employed parables, 
both for ifistruction, admonition arid reprooft se 

Among the parables in the Old Testament, 
which in number are far less than those in the 
New, the one of which our text forms a part ap- 
pears to be as happily chosen and as aptly applied 











as any that are lefton record. It was spoken by |, 
Jotham, the only surviving son of Gideon, (other- 


wise called Jerubbaal,) to the men of Sheechem, 
as a pointed reproof to them for choosing Abime- 
toch as their king to rule over them, whohad wa- 
ded through seas of blood, usurped the supreme 
authority that belonged not to him, and ruled 
them with atyrant’s rod ; besides pointing out the 
dreadful wickedness and cruelty of that usurper’s 
reign. 
Tn the history which the context furnishes, we 
learn that Gideon had rendered signal services 
to the children of Israel, by subduing their ene- 
mies, and restoring tranquility, safety and peace 
to the nation. In gratitude for his great services 
“the men of Israel said unto Gideon, rule thou 
over us, both thou and thy son, and thy son’s son 
tilso ; for thou hast delivered us‘from the hand of 
Midian. And Gideon said unto them, I will not 
rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you ; 
the Lorp shall ralé over you.” He however 
judged or riled over them by his counsel and ad- 
vice till the time of his death, which happened, at 
“a good old age.’’ After his death, the children 
of Israel remembered not the Lord their God— 


neither showed they kindness unto the house of 


Abimelech, the son of Jerubbaal, went to She- 
chem unto his mother’s brethren, and commuried 
with them, and with all the family of the house 
of his mother’s father, saying, speak, I pray you, 
in the ears of all the men of Shechem, whether it 
is better for you, either that all the sons of Jerub- 
baal, which are three score and ten persons,reign 
over you, or that one reign over you? remember 
also that I am your boue and your flesh. And 
his mother’s brethren spake of him, in the ears of 
all the men of Shechem, all these words; and 
their hearts inclined to follow Abimelech; for 
they said, he is our brother. And they gave him 
three score and ten pieces of silver out of the 
house of Baal-berith ; wherewith Abimelech hired 
vain and light persons, which followed him. And’ 
he went unto his father’s house at Opbrah, and 
slew his brethren the sons of Jerubbaal, being 
three score and ten persons, upon one stone : not- 
withstanding, yet Jotham the youngest son, was 
left: for he hid himself. And all the men of 
Shechem gathered together, and all the house of 
Millo, and went and made Abimelech king. And 
when they told it to Jotham, he went and stood 
in the top of mount Gerizim, and lifted up his 
yoice and cried, and said unto them, hearken un- 
to me, ye nen of Shechem, that God may hear- 
ken unto you: —The trees went forth to annoint 
a king over them: and they said unto the olive- 
tree, reign thou over us. But the olive-tree said 
unto them, should TI leave my fatness, wherewith 
by me they honor God and man, and go to be 
promoted over the trees? » And the trees said un- 
to the fig-tree, come thou and reign over us. But 
the fig-tree said unto them, should I forsake my 
sweetness and my good fruit and go to be promo- 
a over the trees? Then said the trees unto the 
vine, come thou and reign over us. And the vine 


ssnenemninmeninimaiiitiemmementenen teieetimamasenaeneee 
the malediction pronounced by Jotham in this 
parable, respectively on the Sh mites and 
Abimelech, was fully realized or executed, as 
the subsequent history of them clearly evinces. 
This should be a solemn admonition to all trees, 
or people represented by the treesin the parable, 
never to put their trust ina bramble, an usurper, 
or a tyrant; and to all.tyrants and usurpers, to 
beware how thev exercise cruelty and oppression ; 
for the dangers and torments will be mutual to 
both tyrant and subject. _ 
This parable is not without its salutary instruc- 
tions.and admonitions to us, even in the present 
age. Wherever we a man or a set of men, 
a principle or system of principles, calculated to 
oppress, tyrannize over, §o tormert those who are 
subject to their power; there we behold an Abim- 


seek for shelter or repose. 

My friends, there is, if1 mistake not, an usur- 
per, an Abimelech that; reigns in our land—a« 
bramble of luxuriant growth, that bas taken deep 
root in our soil, under which thousands are 
groaning, being pierced by its thorns and oppres- 
sed by its cruelty. It overawes the timed, op- 
presses the weak, tears open the wounds of the 
afflicted, and is a source of incalculable misery 
to all beneath its shadow. It isa bramble that 
it will require years to uproot and eradicate, 
though the work is begun and will succeed in the 
end as certainly as the bramble mentioned in 
Jotham’s parable was uprooted and destroyed. 
This bramble of usurpation always employs 
men to execute its eruel decrees—men too, in 
general, who are imbued with the same cruel 
spirit with itself, ho, hence, will be obse- 
quious to its mandates, being hiredrfor that pur- 
pose : and if “three score and ten pieces of silver 











said unto them, should [leave my wine which 
cheereth God and man, and go to be promoted 
over the trees? 
Next follows the call to the bramble, and the 
acceptance of the call, and the threatening and 
spiteful reply of the bramble to the trees, its fu- 
ture subjects, as narrated in the language of the 
text. By the trees, is meant the Shechemites 
agd Israelites who had foolishly chosen an usur- 
per, murderer, and tyrant for their king: and by 
the bramble, Abimelech himself is meant; and 
not inaptly represented by that troublesome and 
noxious shrub. 
After putting forth the parable, Jotham goes 
on to make the application, thus , ‘Now, therefore, 
if ye’ have done truly and sincerely, in that ye 
have made Abimelech king, and if ye have dealt 
well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have done 
unto him according to the deserving of his hands 
—then rejoice ye in Abimelech, and let him also 
rejoice in you: but if not, let fire come out from 
Abimelech, and devour the men of Shechem and 
the house of Millo, and let fire come out from the 
men of Shechem and from the house of Millo, 
and devour Abimelech.” 





Serubbaal, namely, Gideon, according to all the 
xoodness which he had showed unto Israel. And 


The bramble is a fit emblem by which to rep- 
resent tyranny, cruelty and oppression; as it is 
certain to be the unhappy lot of all who attempt 


from the house of Baal-beirth” will not hire them, 
why it is an easy matter to wrest more, even 
many thousand pieces of silver, from the hands 
and pockets of the subjects of the bramble. And 
generally, if not the lives, at least the happiness 
of as many individuals is destroyed as there are 
pieces of silver employed in hiring the dreadful 
business done, as in the case of Abimelech’s 
slaughter of the “three score and ten persons” 
who stood in thé way of his usurpation. 

Do you ask what this bramble is? or by what 
name it is called? I answer, it is called, that is, 
by allits subjects, all who seek to it for shade or 
shelter, ‘Orthodory ;” but by all others it is eon- 
sidered, like Abimelech, an usurper of this title 
and of the authority it assumes; and of course 
not entitled either to their confidence or obedi- 
ence. 

Do you ask for the evidence of these things? 
the proof that such are the characteristics of Or. 
thodory? Then look to the unjust usurpation and 
cruel tyranny of what was called “Orthodozy” 
in the days of papal power and to the millions of 
martyred victims that have fallen beneath that 
usurper and its bloody minions, the familiars of 
the. Inquisition. Look too, when this bramble, 
called Orthodory, had assumed a new and differ- 
ent dress by the skilful hand of Calvin, and see 
the innocent Servetus roasting, and thousands, 





to repose in its shade, to be severely pricked with ' 
its sharp points, and goaded by its thorns. \ And | both of Papists.and Protestants, bleeding togeth_ 
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er, beneath its 
called, can at any time change, and bas often 
changed its dress (as the bramble puts offits leaves 
in winter or im summer) to suit the times, and 
the better to succeed in grasping power and hur- 
ling ‘‘firebrands, arrows and death” at its unsus- 
pecting victims; while the cedafs of Lebanon 
(that change net their dress frem summer to 
winter) are consumed by the fire that comes out 
of the bramble.* 

But, my friends, it is not more the martyrdoms 
that have occured, or that may occur under the 
reign of the bramble, that we deprecate, than the 
inevitable misery and cruel bondage endured by 
all its subjects—for whether obedient or disobe- 
dient, whether actually and literally martyred, or 
sought to be protected, under the shadow of the 
bramble, all who approach it are sare to be tor- 
mented with its thorns. ‘The probability is, that 
the more numerous class of sufferers from the 
bramble in this country, are those who consider 
themselves the faveurites of this usurper, and be- 
lieve they are protected beneath its shadow ; and 
notwithstanding they feel the torment-giving pow- 
er of its thorns, they secretly apply to themselves 
the language of the fox in the fable ; “These bri- 
ars, though they tear my Skin and wound my flesh 
a little, yet they keep off the dogs :” thus suppo- 
sing, that, to avoid agreater and sorer evil,(though 
in fact it is but an ¢maginary one,) they must en- 
dure the temporary goadings of the bramble, be- 
neath which they seek for rest but find none. 

There are two distinct and very different clas- 
ses of subjects who submit to the tyrannical reign 
of the bramble; and towards which two classes 
we feel very different emations : towards the one, 
we feel the most unmingled pity and deep com- 
miseration ; towards the other, contempt and dis- 
gust. 

1. The first class to which we allude embraces 
all these who sincerely and heartily believe in the 
legitimacy of the bramble’s reign and the truth of 
the doctrines now generally known by the name 
of Orthodoxy. These people truly endure a 
bondage worse than Egyptian, and a vassalage as 
degrading as that of the veriest slave that ever 
trembled beneath a tyrant’s rod. It is the very 
worst kind of bondage: for it is mental. While 
the subjects feel, most keenly feel, the goadings 
of the thorns and realize the misery of their con- 
dition, they dare not make one effort to rid them- 
selves ofthe tyrant’s power.—No, they dare not 
even cherish the secret wish, much less openly 
express such wish, to be delivered from the reign 
ofthe bramble! Miserable as their condition is, 
they are beguiled into the belief that it is fur them 
the only safe condition. And the words of the 
text tingle :n their ears when they hear the bram- 
ble saying, “if in truth ye anoint me king over 
you, then come and put your trust under my 
shadow ; and if not, let fire come out of the bramble 
and destroy the cedars of Lebanon.” And they hug 
the bramble still more closely on account of this 
threatening of fire. They know that the bram- 
ble has many sharp and distressing thorns about 
it: but there is one sharp, and longer, and more 
dreadful than all the rest, that is placed over and 
above them all, which overawes and terrifies the 
subject into willi:g submission to all the inconve- 
niences and sufferings from the lesser thorns, for 
the sake of avoiding the torments of that one. 

To illustrate :—The believers in modern Or- 
thodoxy cannot easily conceive hew the eating of 











bloody sceptre. Orthodoxy, 80 | 









can they conceive how that act, 
thousand years ago, could possibly affect us at 
this time, as well as ail their and our posterity te 
the end of time, so as not only to make all totally 
depraved, incapable of thinking a good thought or 
doing a good act, but also justly expose the whole 
human race “to all the miseries of this life, death 
itself, and the pains of hell forever.” It is not 
ssible for them to see how a God of impartial 
justice and infinite benevolence could, by an eter- 
nal decree, elect some to everlasting life, without 
any foresight of faith or good works, and pass by 
the rest, foreordaining them to everlasting death : 
—or how One can be Three, and Three but One ; 
or how there can be but one God, and yet three 
distinct persons, each of which is really, truly, 
eternally and perfect God: or how an infinitely 
benevolent and just Being would demand, for his 
own satisfaction, the infinite sufferings of immac- 
ulate innocence, to honor 2 violated law, while 
millions of guilty souls escape the just penalty 
due to their crimes, their guilt being transferred 
to the innocent, and his innocence to them, with- 
out making him worse or them better; while at 
the same time the person who endures this infi- 
nite amount of misery to satisfy the demands of 
offended and insulted majesty, 1s uimsecr that 
offended Majesty who demands and receives the sat- 
isfaction! These are, indeed, things hard to be 
understood, knotty points, or thorns in the bram-. 
ble, that give not a little uneasiness and trouble 
to the votaries of Orthodoxy. But they must 
submit to bear these thorns, and admit these dog- 
mas, however repugnant to their better judgment 
and feelings. An implicit faith is reauired. It 
will not do to doubt the legitimacy or justice of 
the bramble’s reign, nor to call in question one of 
its dogmas—least of all will it answer to exercise 
the reasoning powers of the mind, to investigate 
and compare these dogmas with others ; for “‘rea- 
son is a carnal and dangerous guide :” While, to 
secure non-resistance, implicit faith, and uncom- 
plaining servitude, the long, sharp, and dreadful 
thorn of ENDLESS MISERY is brandished, in flam- 
ing vengeance, over their heads! This, the most 
dreadful of all the thorns of the bramble, is the 
one principally employed to keep its subjects obe 
dient to the reign of the bramble, without com- 
plaining of any of the rest ofthe thorns by which 
they are continually goaded. The unhappy crea- 
tures are mude to believe that ifthey dare to ques- 
tion any of these dogmas, or especially if they 
dare to go out from under the shadow of the bram- 
ble far enough to hear doctrines inculeated differ- 
ent from those they have been taught, and winch 
are denominated by the bramble, Heterodoz ; the 
long sharp thorn will inevitably be thrust through 
their heart, and their life’s blood flow as the for- 
feit of their presumption. Thus they are made 
to hug the bramble still more closely, notwith- 
standing all its ugly features; and yet the more 
closely they hug, the more are they goaded by 
the thorns. , 
Do you doubt, my friends, the truth of this des- 
cription? Then look to the votaries of modern 
Orthodoxy—their obsequiousness to its mandates, 
their implicit faith in its dogmas, dogmas too, 
which they acknowledge stand opposed to human 
reason and the natural benevolence of their own 
hearts —their fearfulness of examining subjects 
for themselves, or reading or hearing any thing 







which they look upon all others who dare take 
this liberty and who do not acknowledge the bram. 
ble to be clothed with divine authority. Louk, 


and their deep drawn sighs and melancholy 

ans, that tell with infallible certainty, that the 
thorn is festering within, and that there és ores: 
to those that worship the bramble. Follow the fond 
mother to the grave of her departed child, and as 
she bends in bitter anguish over it, and bedews 
the green turf with her tears, which covers the 
form that she loved; and you will see that the 
bitterness of her grief arises from the fear that 
her child is forever excluded from the paradise 
of heaven ond gone to the regions of hopeless and 
interminable wo. So with the father, the hus. 
band, the wife, the son, the daughter, the brother, 
the sister, the friend—whenever any of these 
dear kindred are taken away by death, does not 
the fear_that they have gone to hell, i. e. if they 
were not believers in Orthodoxy, harrow up the 
soul of every believer in that system with un- 
speakable anguish? So likewise, in respect te 
themselves ; it is impossible they should have a 
well grounded hope of ther own salvation from 
the torments of an endless hell, so long as they 
believe this will be the doom of a part of the hv- 
man family : for they cannot be certain that they 
are of the number of the elect, if salvation be of 
partial electing grace ; nor that their works will 
be sufficient to entitle them to heaven, if salvation 
be of works: therefore, they are in perpetual! fear 
of the thorn of endless misery,on their own account, 
as well as that of their friends. Above all, look 
at the almost numberless cases of confirmed mel- 
ancholy, despair and insanity for life, together 
with the almost daily occurrence of suicide and 
murder, the legitimate results of the horrid dog- 
ma of endless damnation, which tell of the reign 
of the bramble in language of ten-fold thunder: 
and you will no longer say the coloring is too 
high, or the description I have given, too glowing 
You'must admit that these are no imaginary evils, 
ot which I speak—and which all ought to depre- 
cate—that the system alluded to, is a most fatal 
bramble, an usurping Abimelech, whose hands are 


path are found destruction and misery, and under 
whose tyrannical reign, the way of peace is not 
known. 

I know of no class of bondmen or slaves on 
earth more entitled to our heart-felt pity and 
deep commiseration, than the sincere and heuar- 
ty believers in the dreadful system above repre- 
sented by the bramble. Their bondage is ofthe 
most cruel and oppressive kind, because mental 
—it allows freedom neither to body or mind. 
lt cramps the native energies of the soul, incarce- 
rates the understanding, und rivets the chains of 
spiritual despotism even on the very affections of 
the heart! and from such bondage every phi- 
lanthropie free-born and enlightened mind must 
pray, “Good Lord deliver us.” 

2. But there is anothet class of subjects whe 
submit to the tyrannising reign of the bramble, 
and countenance the usurpation of this modern 
Abimeleeh, who are ofa very different stamp 
from those above deseribed’ They excite not 
so much our pity as our eontempt; and we can- 
not look upon the part they act in the drama of 
the bramble, but with the utmost disgust and ab- 
horrence. I mean those who confess that the 
bramble is an usurper, a tyrant of illegitimate 
birth and reign—who when out of sight and hear- 








* See the Orthodoxy, the clergy and sovereign of Eng- 
Jand, during the reigns of Edward the VIII. ary and 


Elizabeth. 


different from what their leaders have taught 


ing of the famihars and spies of the bramble, not 


too, at their jong, sad and gloomy countenances, 





stained with the blood of innocence, in whose ° 
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only declare that they have no respect for this 
usurper, bat that they detest both its tyranny 
and all its peculiar characteristics—that its prinu- 
ciples are most odious and abhorrent, and its 
doctrines absurd and pernicious; and who, nev- 
ertheless, constantly fiir 579 its government and 
help. to maintain its ity and sway in socicthy 
and publicly give it their countenance by atteo- 
ding on its ministration, and regularly seating 
themselves under its shidow on each returning 
Sabbath! These people, while'in private con- 
versation with a liberal Christian, who has whol- 
ly abjured all allegianee to the bramble and its 
principles, and openly avowed his honest oppo- 
sition to its tyrannising sway, will say, ‘“ O, we 
do not respect the bramble nor believe in the doc- 
trines of modern Orthodoxy, any more than you 
do—we as fully believe this Abimeleck is an 
usurper, and his reign illegitimate and cruel as 
you do ;” and yet these same people will attend 
the assemblages at the court of the bramble, week 
‘ifter week and year after year, and pay out 
large sums of money to continue it in power, and 
put on the most sanctimonious countenance and 
respectful air whenever they are in the presence 
of Abimelech’s courtiers, But no svoner are 
they out of court and out of hearing of its famil- 
iars, than they are ready to burst with what they 
call a righteous indignation at the insults offered 
to reason and common sense, and the glaring 
absurdities and spiritual tyranny exhibited by the 
bramble. And not unfrequently we find in this 
class those who profess in private that they are 
not only opposed to the tyrannous usurpation of 
the bramble, but are firm republicans in princi- 
ple, and believe that as “ all men are born free 
and equal,” so all will finally share the riches of 


heavenly grace, and be made everlastingly free 


and equal, through Christ Jesus, in the eternal 
world. Now, forthis class of subjects of the 
bramble, we can feel no respect nor no sympa- 
thy. They are in fact entitled to none—they 
forfeit all cluims to the respect of both the friends 
and enemies of the bramble—they are hypocrites 
among the Orthodox, aud traitors to Universalists ; 
of course have no claim to the sympathy or re- 
gard ofeither. They would, like Esau, sell their 
birthright for a mess of pottage, or like Judas, 
betray Christ for thirty pieces of silver. ‘An 
honest man’s the noblest work of God,” and 
these time-serving hypocrites are not entitled to 
one-half the respect that an honest worshipper 
of the bramble,is, And we care not how much 
they are goadéd and tormented by its thorns. 
We even hope they will continue to be tormented 
with it day and night, and with still greater se- 
verity, till they are taught by their sufferings to 
act more consistently with the principles which 
they now privately profess. 

1 know, indeed, that many of this class seek 
to excuse themselves, and quiet their consciences 
for the inconsistent part they act, by saying, that 
they are so situated in life, and surrounded by 
those in the interest of the bramble, that they 
dare not openly ayow any opposition to its reign, 
or offend any ofits sincere worshippers by spea- 
king lightly of its principles—that although they 
have no fears of the eternal fires with which the 
bramble threate , yet they. fear the present 
fires of reproach rsecution that the bram- 
ble would send out to devour them; so they feel 
obliged to maintain an ezternal respect for its 
authority. So then, Esau might have plead pres- 
ent hunger, in excuse for selling his birthright ; 
Judas might have plead present fear of the Jew- 
ish priests, elders, Scribes and Pharisees, in ex- 
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euse for his perfidy: and Benedict Arnold, and 
the tories in the time of our revolutionary war, 
might have plead present fear of the British au- 
thority, as an excuse for betraying the interests 
of the American colonies! Had all our fore- 
fathers acted on this principle of shameful pus- 
illanimity, where now would have been the free- 
dom, the independence and the glory of our 
country? The fact is, this is no excuse for ac- 
ting against honest and noble principle : and it 
is as necessury and as honorable te make pres- 
ent and personal sacrifices to overthrew spiritual 
tyranny and gain mental independence and spirit- 
ual freedom, as political. 

But what is the object and ground of fear with 
these external, and hypocritical worshippers of 
the bramble? Is it not one which they them- 
selves can command and control at pleasure? 
And do they not themselves give to the bramble 
the very power that it possesses of injuring them? 
The fact is, they are the very ones thatare sharp- 
ening the thorns and increasing the power of this 
modern bramble. Let them at once and forev- 
er withhold their respect, their presence, their 
countenance, and their support from the usurper, 
and they will thus effectually put it out of the 
power of the bramble to injure them. Let them 
come out openly and boldly, against this spirit- 
ual tyrant, and in defence of religious freedom— 
let them espouse heartily, and maintain firmly, 
the principles which they honestly believe, and 
the bramble will be stript of its power, excepting 
over a small number of its deluded votaries, and 
would be as harmless as a toothless spaniel—it 
might growl but could not bite; or as noxious as 
the serpent after its fang was extracted—though 
it might hiss, it could not harm. 

While therefore the Olive, the Fig-tree, and 
the Vine, ( or that system which exhibits the 
riches of impartial grace, the sweetness of immor- 
tal love, and the joys of everlasting salvation, ) are 
free for all to partake of their fruits, and at the 
same time refuse to exercise any tyrannical pow- 
er over those who sit beneath their shade, it is 
singular that any can be found to sit under the 
shade of the bramble, and especially any of those 
who have discovered its tyranny, know it to be 
an usurper, or felt the keenness of its thorns, or 
the furiousness of its flames. For its power to 
harm, as before shown is derived wholly from 
those who sit under its shadow: or, as. the same 
sentiment is expressed by Jeremiah, “* The proph- 
ets prophecy falsely, the priests bear rule by their 
means; and my people love to have it so.” The 
people are the cnes that allow it to be so—they 
have the power of preventing it, if they will— 
Abimelech, the tyrant represented by the bram- 
ble in the parable, never could have usurped the 
|throue, nor tyrannised over the nation, had not 
the people, (for whom he feigned much love, and 
hypocritically called “ brethren,” saying, “I am 
your bone and your flesh,” ) consulted to make 
him their king and serve him, or “put their trust 
in his shadow.” 

This consideration should be a solemn admo- 
nition to all people—especially all whose eyes 
are open to see the wickedness and cruelty which 
the bramble has practised and still does practice, 
and who know it to be an usurper—to be on 
guard against the tyrant, and never to aid or as- 
sist, in any way, directly or indirectly, to give 
permanence to its reign, or point to its thorns, 
or add fuel to its fires. When we look around 
us, even now, and see the widespreading fires that 












tions and virtues, and wither imtheir desolating 
career the fairest flowers of innocence, and lay 
waste the fondest hopes and brightest blossoms 
of happiwess, driving hundreds to destruction and 
suicide, and wringing the hearts.4f thousands 
with unspeakable anguish—how is it possible any 
philanthropist can feel indifferent or remaia in- 
active? It is time to awake from our lethargy, 
put on the armor of light, and “taking the sword 
of the spirit which is the word of God,” step for- 
ward in defence of the liberty of the gospel 
“wherewith Christ has made us free,” and en- 
deavor to disabuse our fellow-men from the impo- 
sitior's of this modern Abimelech, the cruelties of 
the bramble, and the vengeance of its flames. 
Let us, as far as possible, cut off all access of A- 
bimelech.to the “pieces of silver, in the house of 
Baal-berith,” wherewith he may hire “vain and 
wicked persons”’ to commit such depredations on 
the unwary and defenceless—cease to water and 
cherish the bramble in our gardens—and pay 
more attention to the cultivation of the Olive, the 
Vine, and the Fig. Then and not till then, will 
the people be free from the crue] denomination 
of this modern tyrant ; and worship the Father of 
the spirits of all flesh, in spirit and in truth, sitting 
under their own vine and fig-tree, having none to 
molest or make afraid. 
Should any one be disposed to say, the speak- 
er has made an invidious and ungenerous appli- 
cation of this parable, and used undue severity in 
his exposition of modern Orthodoxy, my reply is 
that existing facts show the application proper, 
and also justify any apparent severity that I have 
used: For it should be kept in mind, that I 
have not represented a man nor set of men, by 
the bramble, but a system, or set of principles; 
and this system does, and always has, most evi- 
dently borne all the marks and characteristic, 
and exercised all the tyranny, of the bramble, 
and while I honestly view the doctrines and prin- 
ciples of modern Orthodoxy, so called, as absurd, 
unscriptural, odious, pernicious and tyrannical, 
I blame not the honest believers of it for zealous- 
ly supporting and obsequiously yielding to its 
authority. But it is, at the same time. my sol- 
emn duty te do what I can to undeceive them, 
and deliver them fro. so painful and degrading 
a vassalage. I most sincerely pity them, and 
desire their emancipation from spiritual tyranny 
and mental bondage. And it is alike my duty 
openly and pointedly to rebuke the pusillanimity, 
not to say hypocrisy and wickedness, of those 
who, viewing the subject in the same light that I 
do, still countenance and support this system of 
imposture and tyranny, thereby helping to rivet 
the chains of spiritual despotism on the minds of 
the rising generation. I wish people to be free, 
and to act as if they were free, in this land of lib- 
erty. Butalas ! how many there are who now 
groan under the tyranny of the bramble, and still 
hug it the more closely, in despite of its cruel 
thorns, for fear, if they leave its shadow, it will 
send forth its vengeful fire todevour them! And 
how many there are, who are so much the slaves 
of habit and the servile bondmen of fashion, as to 
pay their court to the bramble, knowing it to be 
such, and subject their children to its worse than 
Egyptian bondage, because they have not the 
mental courage and inde, e, to avow hos- 
tillity toits reign or deviate from the path of the 
multitude ! 

Brethren, “ awake to righteousness, and sin 
not. Be not deceived : evil communications cor- 
rupt good manners.” Follow not the multitude 





the bramble is kindling and sending out in all di- 
rections—fires which consume all the social affec- 


(See remainder on page 131.) 








[FOR THE _UNIVERSALI“T, WATCHMAN.] 
CALVINISTIC MONARCHY. 
Mr. Eprror: 

If any one should startle at this cap- 
tion, and, after reading what follows, should think 
it not correct, they are at full liberty to put just 
such an one to it as they think proper ; and even 
should they be pleased to call it Calvinistic Lib- 
erality, your humble servant engages not to con- 
tend with them about it. 

You, sir, will doubtless recollect the notice of 
the organization of a Universalist Society in 
Waitsfield not many months since; this circum- 
stance was like the “ breaking of a hedge,” and 
the circumstances which followed it was like the 
biting of a serpent. In the summer of 1830, Un- 
niversalism first began in this town te show itself 
systematically by introducing that kind of read- 
ing among us. Our worthy, talented, and much 
esteemed brother, Rev. J. E. Palmer, adminis- 
tered the word of life and salvation to the people 
of this town—once in the meeting-house—much 
to the annoyance of those who had hitherto held 
and controled with unlimited sway. Indeed, sir, 
one of the fathers of the town, and the greatest 
owner of the house, petitioned to the Congrega- 
tional society mm terms the most respectful (they 
at the same time being destitute of a preacher) 
for liberty to hold a meeting there one Sabbath. 
How this petition was treated I shall now pro- 
ceed to show. After much discussion and angry 
debate, a vote was taken, and resulted in favor 
of the petitiover by a puny majority of three; 
and, indeed, this could never have been effected 
but by the intiuence and votes of a number of 
liberal minded gentlemen, who for popularity’s 
sake, or some other cause, had become members 
of the society. A certain old (not to say gentle- 
man, but just as he was and is) Calvinistic 
Church member, was heard to say, “If that are 
Palmer comes into our meeting-house I hope it 
will sink.” Mr. Palmer did occupy the house 
and although the meeting-house stands, yet, 
their society has sunk about $60 of its support. 
[ could wish that they had stopt here, and con- 
cluded to “ learn war no more,” but the reverse 
was the fact. Freedom of action and enquiry 
continued—and what next ? Defarmation was re- 
sorted to—yes not a Clergyman of our order, 
hewever unspotted his moral character, was 
suffered to come into this town to preach the 
“glad tidings of great joy” which the Ange] 
of the Lord said “should be unto all people,” 
but what the flood gates of slander were open- 
ed upon him; yes, crimes of no ordinary mag- 
nitude have been laid to the charge of our 
preachers; even crimes of the same nature that 
their priest has been found guilty of, and was 
finally quacreled out of town for ! 

It will be hardly necessary to mention that a 
four days’ meeting was resorted to, in order to 
sustain a sinking cause; and for truth’s sake I 
am constrained to say that it succeeded but too 
well. Their meeting was protracted to six days 
(one Sabbath included) and those “ matters” 
and “things” so common to these kind of meet- 
ings were resorted to. Indeed, all kinds of 
turning and twisting was done on short notice.— 
The old stories were resorted to,— Capt. such 
an one was converted,” (to a belief of endless 
misery.) Major such an one was going to be 
next week”—he began “to tremble.” Esq. such 
an one would soon follow, and Mr. such an one 
did not oppose them. But oh! vain their cop- 








goodness ‘still ‘remain, and I trust will, a- 


midst the whirlwind of fanaticism. None have 


they obtained but from their‘own ranks, and 
how many, Mr. Editor, do you think now stands 
propounded for admittance to the Church? It is 
the prodigious number of seven ! all told, and the 
major part of them females! At the time of this 
“ protracted meeting,” the Rev. Mr. Gilman bad 
an appointment to preach—the meeting was a- 
gain solicited, but without success. But a prom- 
ise being truly made to grant the house in four 
weeks, the appointment was made accordingly. 
But ah! how short is the memory of man! I 
will here mention that about one seventh part of 
the house belongs to the Universalist Society,— 
the Sabbath came, our preacher was conducted 
into the pulpit, their morning meeting at this 
time was going on, people began to assemble 
some to “ hear the word, and others to suppress 
it. They had no preacher—they prayed and 
sung lustily. After a while Mr. Gilman was re- 
quested to commence his meeting—he arose for 
that purpose, but was interrupted by one of the 
members who began to read a pamphlet. The 
sermon being ended, Mr. Gilman again arose 
and began with an address that was eloquent 
and well timed. The Deacon soon interrupted, 
by saying, ‘“‘ we canno longer worship in peace 
here,” and invited all to follow him to a private 
house. This being done, Mr. Gilman resumed 
exercise, and went on without further interrup- 
tion. They have been tolerably civil since, and 
I hope they will so remain. 
LEVI SMITH. 

Waitsfield, Oct. 1831. 

Se SENT, 
FAULTS OF UNIVERSALISTS. 

There are no people without their faults. In- 
firmity is the common lot of mortals, and imper- 
fection cleaves to every thing in this imperfect 
world. It is no part of true friendship always to 
extol and flatter, and never to abolish and expose 
the errors of others. There are certamby many 
things in universalists to commend. We glory 
in their sterling honesty and fearless devotion to 
truth. This, as far as we are acquainted with 
them, is what they most desire ; to obtain which 
they are willing to hear all sides. But, at the 
same time, they are not without their faults. As 
a friend somewhat tried and of several years ex- 
perience, we shall venture to improve a few lei- 
sure moments, hastily to point out some of them. 

1. They trust too much to the goodness of their 
cause, thereby neglecting the means of its ad- 
vancement. This is a common, and certainly 
not an unamiable fault with most men of hon- 
est principles. Error makes the most parade 
and noise ; because, when the substance is wan- 
ting its place must be supplied by sound. Error, 
too, needs artand management to enable it to 
sustain itself. The friends of truth are every 
where, on all subjects, apt to calculate too much 
on the latin maxim, which in the main may be 
true, magna est veritas et prevalebit. Truth, they 
say, has of itself a power sufficient to overcome 
all obstacles ‘am@ to insure its owa triumphs. 
This statement is undoubtedly true, when you 
give truth an equal chance with error. Under 
equal circumstauces it surely has the mighty ad- 
vantage ofits ewn weight, and will prevail over 
error. But the history of the world shows, that 
truth will not prevail without an effort on the 
part of its friends.—Faith without works is dead. 
A candle under a busbel will never enlighten a 
city. ‘Truth concealed in a closet will never re- 











form the world. Give it daylight and'feir play, 
and we avouch for its prevalence. Now Uni- 
versalists do not seem to realize, that if they have 
the truth, still they owe to it a duty to advocate 
and defend it on all suitable occasions, and to 
employ every honorable means to extend it ig 
we community. Contenting themselves with 
the assarance that truth is great and will prevail, 
they seem to think they may be exeused from 
much effort in its behalf, and wait patiently to 
behold it triumph by its own strength. This we. 
believe to be a fault—a very general one—which 
ought to be pointed out. Wherever there is & 
number of Universalists, they ought to geb togeth- 
er and concert measures for the diffusion of their 
sentiments. They should do as much for trath, 
as their opponents do to destroy it. They may 
not follow all their contemptible arts; but let 
them do as much fairly as their enemies do un- 
fairly, and we venture to say orthodoxy would 
be in the ministry every where in a short time. 
Ifthere are numbers enough to form a society, 
this should be done ; at any rate they may defend 
and vindicate their seutiments, as individuals 
manfully, and cireulate dooks, papers, sernrens, 
pamphlets, tracts, &c. wherever there is the 
prospect of their doing good. 

2 Another fault is, that in many Societies, the 
chief care and burden comes upon a few. This 
is manifestly, and, we might say, fattally wrong. 
It will never do to “ride a free horse to death.” 
Whenever the burden comes upon a few, these 
will, e’er long, become discouraged, if not dis- 
abled; and the consequence will be, that the 


main pillars of the society will fall ; the must ac- - 


tive friends will become cold and inactive. The 
burdens should be equally borne; all should take &. 
proportional interest in what is in fact a com- 
mon cause. we have known some Societies 
ruined, and certain members in them greatly in- 
jured, by the fault now noticed. Such a course 
is both oppressive and unjust to individuals and 
greatly detrimental to the cause at large. In 
Societies, if the numbers be small, where the bur- 
dens are equally borne and the responsibilities 
fairly shared between them, every thing comes 
easily, the affairs proceed harmoniously and sure- 
ly, and the cause advances with steady and re- 
sistless success. ; 

3. A third fault which may be mentioned is an 
unwillingness to encourage young preachers. 


This fault may not be very general; but that it — 


exists to some extent we are not without reasons 
for believing. ‘We want able and experienced 
preachers.” say some, “or we want none. It will 
never do for us to employ a young man.” Now, 
able and experienced preachers cannot always be. 
obtained ; for there are few of them; and if the 
disposition above noticed were prevalent, certain 
it is there never would be an “experienced” prea- 
cher in the land. If we would have able ministers 
of the new testament, we must encourage young 
ee They are the materials of our future 
onor and glory. True, they may not be so ex: 
perienced as some; but put them in the way of 
acquiring the necessary experience. Indulge 
them in their infirmities; kindly and privately 
admonish them whenever , and speak an. 
encourageing word when ey do well. In 
this way you will soon have workman that need 
not to be ashamed. 
4. There is another error, which we qould 
wish not to mention, ‘It is one which we heve 
for the most part remained silent upon. But as 





we are now upon the genera: subject, we must 


not let it pass. It is, that preachers cam work 
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jor nothing! ‘To the credit of many Societies, be 
it said, they have uniformly acted upon the Apos- 
lic maxim, that ‘‘the | ris worthy of his 
hire ,” and we have never known them to suffer 


J onaccountof it. On the contrary, such societies 


always flourish the best. But there ure others 
who, though they are very desirous to have prea- 
ching, are willing the preacher would lose his 
time, be at a considerable expense, and return 
without the wherewithal to subsist upon the follow- 
ing week. We have known cases of this kind. 
Nay, we have, to our own sorrow, experienced 
something in this way. We have been sent for 
urgently, to attend and preach on Sundays, at 
funeral occasions, &c. &c.; and after spending 
perhaps two or three days in making the necessa- 
ry preparations, have betaken ourselves to a horse 
and carriage and travelled more than ‘‘a Sabbath 
day’s journey,” and labored in our vocation with 
all the little abilities we possess, spending our 
time, our talents and our strength for nought— 
literally for nothing, except perhaps a thank’ee 
and a pressing invitation to come again.—Now, 
be it known to all concerned, that preachers can- 
not live upon wind. They have, as well as other 
people, bodies to clothe, feed and sheletr, and 
peradventure families to supply and to take care 
of in sickness and in health; and if they revote 
their time, talents and property to the benefit or 
gratification of the brotherhood, reason and com- 
mon sense, no less than the scriptures, require 
that they should be paid for their services. If they 
feed others with spiritual bread, others must sup- 
ply them in temporal things. True, they ought 
not to pee for filthy lucre’s sake,—neither 
ought they to preach for nothirg and find them- 
selves. We believe that all preachers ought to 
agree amongst themselves, that they will preach 
to no people for nothing who are able to compen- 
sate them as they are te go without compensation. 
And they should state this frankly in advance, 


wherever they go. “He that provideth not for 
his own household, hath denied the faith and is 
worse than an infidel.” Would you have a prea- 
cher who is worse than an infidel? one who denies 
the yery faith he preaches? Then keep from 
him the means of providing for his own household, 
and you will secure your object. But remember, 
that in doing this you are not only aiding the cause 
of infidelity, but doing an act of gross injustice 
to willing and industrious men. We hold itto be 
as true of preachers as of any other class of peo- 
ple, that if they are industrious, temperate and 
faithful in their business, they ought to receive a 
comfortable living tor their service, A lawyer, 
farmer or mechanic, would think the times very 
hard indeed, could he not secure a good living fur 
his time and in lustry. And yet many such men 
think a preacher should labor in his calling with 
an industry that never tires, and go at the call of 
every one who wishes for his services, and after 
all go to bed, if at home, supperless amidst the 
cries of an innocent family calling for bread! 


Brethren, these things ought not to be so. 
Trumpet. 


SPECIMEN OF REVIVAL PREACHING. 







On Thar ing, Sth ult. I heard at the 
Tabernacle, in wn, (from Rev. Mr. Bra- 
e of the most outrageous 
discourses that J ever heard. His text was “* Chil- 
dren of the Devil;” aud he gave them a ‘ devilish 
setting out,’ in the strictest sense of the word. 
He divided the human race into two classes, viz. 
“children of God,” and “ children of the devil.” 
He seemed to think that we were all by nature, 


man of Danvers, 


a 


.: 
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little devils, or rather, ‘as it appeard to me, great 





devils! for in the course of his sermon, he made 
the unregerierate, worse than devils. The few 
that were “ regenerated,” or “ born again,” (ac- 
cording to his understanding of the phrase,) were 
« children of God.” The many unregenerated, 
were “ children of the devil,” and possessed of 
his spirit. ‘Take the most moral man among 
you, (as I quote from memory, I will not say that 
I give every word and sentence, exactly as Mr. 
B. used them, but 1 give the sentiment, and the 
words, I think, very nearly, if not exactly, as us- 
ed by him,) select the most delicate female in 
this assembly—let their characters be ever so fair, 
and appear ever so good to the world—let per- 
sons be ever so honest, upright aud charitable— 
ever so moral—and if unregenerated, they are 
children of the devil ; possessed of his spirit, and 
are influuced in their conduct by the same fee- 
lings that influenced the devil, when he rebelled 
in Heaven. They are haters of God—haters of 
Christ—haters of religion—haters of revivals of 
religion, &c. &c.—and it is much easier to per- 
suade them to imbrue their hands in the blood of 
their parents, than to persuade them tolove God! 
Such people walk the streets of our cities—they 
assemble in these houses—you will find them at 
your fire sides—indeed, they are yourselves |” 

So much, for a specimen. The discourse wes 
a very moving one ; so much so, that mary of his 
heares moved out of meeting, in the midst of the 
services.—It was reprobated by many who wor- 
ship in the Tabernacle, and has been a public top- 
ic since. Ido not believe there are many persons 
in existence, who could be more easily “-persua- 
ded,to imbrue their hands in the blood of their 
parents,” than Mr. B. himself, and no one be- 
lieves that he could. But I can easily believe it 
to be difficult, and even impossible, to persuade 
men to love such a Being as he would represent 
the Almighty tobe. A Being who 1s, essentially, 
Love ; who is our father and our friend, and whose 
tender mercies are over all his works. I will give 
you my opinion of the discourse, in a few words. 
I think it was a disgrace to the desk in which it 


the audience, and a libel on the character of the 
Deity.—Salem, Mass, Oct. 4, 1881. 


REVIVALS. 





than are brought into the kingdom of Christ [ i.e. 
It is also said in reference to the 


fact even now. 


crease of immortality and error. 


which exist to so great an extent amongst 








was delivered: an insult to the nnderstanding of 


Notwithstanding the unusual number and power 
of revivals in our land, at the present time, it is 
estimated that more die daily within our borders 


brought into limitarian churches.] This thought 
is indeed appalling, especially if we reflect what 
must be true in ordinary periods, if such is the 


healthful influence (!) of revivals in our country, 
that at the present degree of their extent and 
power, they would not counterbalance the in- 


A pretty good confession on the back of the 
numerous accounts current of the sweeping work 
which revivals are now making, and of the droves 
which are crowding into limitarian churches, in 
some distant quarters. The above we extract 
from the Mirror, taken from the Connecticut Ob- 
server. Now look at the fact, as exhibited by 
this orthodox testimony. After all the revivals 
the 
Arminian Calvinistic Congregationalists, the 
Presbyterians the Methodists, the Calvinistic 
Baptists, the Freewill Baptists, the Dutch Re- 
formed churches, the Episcopalians, the Chris- 
tians, the Cochranites, Mormonites,&c. &c. it 
appears that the authors of them all together are 
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not able to make converts to supply the 
place of those who die daily. Farther on, in the 


same article, it is also admitted, that “more are 
daily added to our population, than are converted 
to the faith.” It is manifestly plain then, that 
with the best success they ever had, they are on 
the. whole going astern rapidly; and if they can 
make no headway now, how long will ittake them 
to accomplish all their purposes ? 

The efforts of these men always remind us of a 
man tugging hard to row a boat at the rate of 
three miles an hour up a stream that sets down 
at the rate often knots an hour. They do go 
through the water ; and, making a great racket a- 
bout it, call on all around to see how fast they 
get ahead! but the great current, at the same time 
is carrying them down more than twice as fast as 
their leaky vessel worries through the tide. The 
great current of public sentiment is against them ; 
and though they make some headway by their 
exertions, that current is carrying them to pot as 
fast as, all things considered. we ought to wish 
them to go. 

There is another fact in connexion with the a- 
bove confession which is worthy of notice. And 
this is, that notwithstanding the extent and pow- 
er of modern revivals, the increase of crime and 
error is greater. This is, as might be expected. 
We always knew and said, that these excitements - 
were calculated to increase the amount of crime 
and iufidelity in the country. We are glad the 
Connecticut Observer, has accidentally had the 
honesty to confess the fact.— Trumpet. 


CREDIT RUINOUS. 

We do not purpose penning an essay on com- 
mercial credit, enough has already been pen- 
ned to prove, to the minds of those who have 
read them, the ruinous consequences of credit. 
Poor Richard, or in plain terms, Dr. Franklin 
has sufficiently proved, that he who can procure 
articles on long credit, will be more likely to pur- 
chase more than he can pay for, and so ulti- 
mately ruin himself, than he who must pay ready 
money. The experience of every man will tell 
him that when the terms of purchase are cash, 
he will not purchase what he does want, and 
cannot afford to pay for. And if we ask the 
merchants who purchase the most useless, ex- 
pensive, and superfluous goods; he will tell us 
that, generally speaking, they are those who buy 
on jong credits. Price is no object with them, 
so that they can obtain credit. Pay day enters 
not into their minds, but the length of credit. 
Neither do they consider whether the articles 
are beneficial, useless or injurous, so that the 
credit is long enough. But go to the man who 
expects to pay cash for all he procures, and he 
will first see whether he is able to pay the priee, 
and whether he needs the article. The idea of 
paying cash induces reflection, caution, prudence, 
and correct action ; while that of obtaining long 
credit, leads to the indulgence of whim, caprice, 
rashness and folly. 

Now, let us apply these truths to the moral 
conduct of mankind. People who put off the 
evil day of punishment for sin, to the far distant 
day of judgment in eternity, are apt tu purchase 
on credit, The pay-day is so far off, that they 
are not apt to count the cost, reflect on the use- 
fulness of their actions, or to consider the neces- 
sity of their commission. But he that is “ not 
deceived” believing that “whatsoever a man 
soweth, that, also, shall he reap”—that “ he that 
soweth to the flesh, shall of the flesh, (not of the 
spirit,) reap corruption,” wilFfirst ask, Can I af- 
ford the cost—do I need the article—will it be 
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useful, or injurious, to me ? If convinced that all 
Kin must necessarily be injurious—not necessary 
to man, and more expensive than he can afford 
topay, he will not purchase it for cash, whatever 
he might do on credit. 

But there is another point, in ‘the eredit sys- 
tem of Orthodoxy, which renders-it far more 
ruinous, in.the moral point of view, than the com- 
mon credit system is to the temporal affairs of 
mankind. Itis even more ruitious—far more 
ruinous, than allowing the benefit of the act— 
exonerating debtors by law. We allude to the 
doctrine of salvation from punishment, (not from 
sin, ) by means of repentance, faith, or some 
other means by which the guilty may be cleared. 

This plan permits a man to purchase useless, 
expensive and injurieus articles—to reap all the 
benefit ( supposed) from them—convert them, as 
it were, into cash, and then take the benefit of 
the act with full pockets, before pay-day comes, 
or even before suit is brought for the payment of 
the debt ! 

This latter case is seldom enacted, however, as 
these deluded beings. enticed onward by the 
credit system, generally wait until the writ is 
served by sickness—until confined in a sick bed 
and ready to be tried in the court of Death, and 
then, filing the plea of repentance, and procuring 
a certificate of fees paid into the “ Lord’s Trea- 
sury,” they are ready to answer the charges of 
wronged widows, cheated’ orphans, defrauded 
friends, and, taking the benefit of the act, are re- 
warded for their ingenious knavery with the end- 
less felicity of heaven ! ; 

Forgive the seeming levity of our comparisons 
—we are perfectly serious—we feel the weight 
of the subject, we are opposing. May God en- 
able all to feel and see in like manner, and to 
act accordingly, by sowing to the spirit, that of 
the spirit they may reap life everlasting.—G. 
OO a TT reece 
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WOODSTOCK, NOVEMBER 12, 1831. 
~ «J have set Watchmen on thy walls, O Jerusalem,” 


A FAREWELL ADDRESS, 

FOR THE MERIDIAN OF WOODSTOCK. 
My Friends:—As we, the ministers of the Lord Jesus, 
have been with you for three or four days for the purpose 
of getting up an excitement, and having presented you 
the testimony of the Lord, and exhausted our whole store 
house of ideas, would now, by way of conclusion, car- 
nestly exhort you to repent and turn to God. It is very 
much to be doubted whether we shall see your faces any 
more. It isnot at all probable that we shall. Therefore 
ese, the ministers ot the Lord Jesus, would most earnestly 
entreat you to lay down the weapons ef your rebellion 
and accept the offered pardon. What more could be said 
to persuade you to forsake sin, than what we, [hand to 
the bosom,] the hcly ministers of the Lord, have said.— 
Let me conjure you to believe that there is not one sin- 
ner in this congregation that may net find mercy if he 
truly repents. Do not try to make yourselves any better, 
hut come as you are, and throw yourselves at the foot of 
the cross. You are utterly unable to do any thing of 
yourself; you are totally depraved; therefore, you are 
now under the wrath and curse of God, and will continue 
to be if you do not repent and embrace the Saviour.— 
What folly it isto put far away the evil day. Come, then, 
while it is called te-day. Come, listen to the calls and 
invitations of the gospel. God is now calling upon you 
to repent. We do not mean that he is calling with an 
audible voice from heaven, as he spoke in ancient times 
to the prophets, and as he will speak to you at the last 
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yourselves to be what you really are, haters of God, en- 
tirely under the influence of the great adversary of souls, 
Lmprove then the talent that God has given you, and not, 
like the foolish servant of whom Jesus spoke, hide your 
talent in the earth. Improve, we say, the talent you, 
possess, and repent, antl turn to God, who will abundaat- 
ly pardon. You need a change, and must experience it 
before you can accompany us to heayen. Before you 
can render the least imaginary service to God, or your- 
selves, your hearts must be changed. The man who had 
the withered hand was commanded to stretch it forth, 
and he did so, and it was restored. You are commanded 
to stretch forth your hearts to God, but you will net, and 
the reason is, you cannot till they are changed. Again, 
we say, improve the talent God has given you. We, the 
ministers of the Lord Jesus, are desirous of carrying with 
us good news to our respective societies. Oh that we 
might be able to say that the Lord is among you. 
REFLECTION. 

A man is bound fast to a tree, with strong cords. In 
this situation, he is beset with a host of hypocrites, who 
torment him with larfguage the most aggtavating. With 
disfigured faces, and professions of the most cordial friend- 
ship and concern for his liberation, they call upon hin— 
they entreat him to break his cords and obtain his liberty. 
They tell him they have not the power to liberate him 
themselves—that his enemy sent them to warn him to 
set himself at liberty—that the most they can do is to 
warn him to quit his situation, or he must not only starve, 
but soon suffer from the merciless savages who bound him. 
That they will soon kindle a fire round about him, and 
while he is groaning with the most intense pain, his tor- 
mentors will fill the air with shouts; and that even they 
(his kind friends) will unite in the horrid yell. They at 
the same time tell him that it is utterly impossible for 
him to set himself at liberty, unless he is endowed with 
the strength of Sampson. That none but God Almighty 
can impart it,—that all his efforts will be unavailing un- 
til he is endowed with strength from on high. They tell 
him that, if he perishes, it will be his own fault, as he did 
not improve his time and his strength in setting himself 
at liberty. 

Not more inconsistent or crue! would such pretended 
friends be, than most of the Clergy of the present gener- 
ation. The state and condition of the victim bound with 
cords to the tree is not more helpless than the one bound 
by the cords of total depravity. 


TOTAL DEPRAVITY. 


We were much surprised to learn that, a few Sunday 
evenings since, the Rev. Mr. Clap held forth the doctrine 
of total depravity, in language too plain to be misunder- 
stood. Howhe can conscientiously call upon the totally 
depraved part of his audience to repent, and turn to God, 
we cannot conjecture. If God’s spirit acts alike on eve- 
ry individual, (as we understood the Rev. gentleman af- 
firmed,) why will not the effect be the same upon all?— 
There are none, we hope, that are more than totally de- 
praved; and if some who are thus depraved repent in 
consequenee of the strivings of the spirit of God, why do 
not all repent? But.we would ask if it is possible for a 
totally depraved creature to receive or do any good thing? 
We anticipate an answer in the negative. Then, of course, 
the creature must be changed by a superior Being, in 
such a way as to make him capable of receiving or doing 
good. Now who does not perceive that if man is born 
into the world incapable of receiving or doing goed, he 
cannot be blameable? Unless the hypothesisis true that 
man is to blame for not doing that which he has no power 
to do, the Rev. Mr. Clap’s theory has no foundation in 
truth. To talk about some who grieve away the spirit 
of God, and others precisely in the same situation who 
receive his spirit, when the spirit operates alike on both, 
would be equally as absurd as to say that red hotiron, 
coming in contact with powder, would cause an explo- 
sion in some particular cases, while in others, notwith- 





day, but he is speaking to you by his holy spirit, and by 
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the iron, and the application are the same, mo such effect 
would be preducea, (eh 

MORE FRAUDS ON THE POST-OFFICE. 
- We think the time is come when the Limitarian Cler. 





iniquity. . They have long enough defrauded govern. 
ment with impunity, and a check may as well be put to 
that business now, as to suffer them to continue their 
practises, till they shall have incurred more guilt and 
rendered themselves, if possible, more unworthy of pub- 
lic confidence. Itis but.three weeks,since we publish- 
ed certain frauds practised by two men, one a Calvinisti¢ 
Minister, and the other a Deacon of the same denomina- 
tion. We publish below another, committed by the Rev- 
erend Ez-Governor of New Hampshire, Davin L. 
Morriuu!! An Aristocrat Calvinist, Church and State 


brethren of the same stamp in Lebanon, N. H. 
Lesanon, N. H. Oct. 27, 1831, 
Cyrus Barton, Esq.— 

Dear Sin: A week ago yesterday there 
came to this office, by mail, a package of pupers 
from the office of the N. H. Observer, in one of 
which, seperately enveloped and directed to the 
Rev. Phinehas Cook, of this town, were enclosed 
two letters, on the outside of one of which, was 
a memorandum over the signature of David L. 
Morril. The letters and papers were so enclos- 
ed as to leave no doubt, upon a mere inspection, 
of a design to conceal the letters, and thereby a- 
void postage on them. I immediately informed 
Mr. Cuok that there were such letters and paper 
in the office for him, and that they were chargea- 
ble with tripple letter-postage ; but he declined 
taking them from the office. I soon after wrote 
Mr. Morrill, informing him of the facts, and that 
the letters and paper were subject to his order 
upon his paying the postage on them, apprizing 
him at the same time of the liability he had in- 
eurred, and giving him to understand that the 
penalty might, perhaps, be exacted of him. 

I received from him to day a letter of the fol- 
lowing tenor. 

Concorn, N. H. Oct. 25, 1831. 
Nathan Frlton, Esq.— 


this day. I know nothing about the facts to’ 
which you refer. The paper and letters direct- 
ed to Mr. Cook I put up myself, and left them in 
my office to be taken by the Stage-driver to Leb- 
anon, understanding this was the way our papers 
were conveyed to that place, and never knew to 
the contrary until I received your letter. I nei- 
ther put them up for the mail, nor knew that 
they were so carried till this day. 
T have tio notion, Sir, of concealing letters or 
other articles to avoid postage. 

Respectfully yours, 

AVID L. MORRIL, 

«* Note.—I should have thought of any thing 
sooner that to conceal a letter in a Newspaper 
when I know it is a general practice for post- 
masters to take out papers and read them at 
pleasure.” 
The foregoing is a copy of Mr. Morril’s letter, 
by which he may have expected to screen himself 
from censure; but such ex tion was cer- 
tainly most preposterous. He says he did not 
“put the paper and lette r the mail, or 
direct them to be carried e mail, or knew 






that they were to be so carried.” 'This may all 
be true, though one would think he ought to 
have known it as they have been so carried for 
years. He at least knew, or should have known, 
a thing of quite as much moment, that while the 





standing the state and quality of the powder, the heat of 


penalty incurred by concealing Jetters or other 





gy should receive the punishment: justly due their in., 


man. The package was addressed to one of his dear , 


Sm: I received yours of the 24th inst. © 
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-atticles, im papers to avoid postage is only five 
‘dollars, that incurred by mail carriers, by inten- 
tionally conveying letters as those in question 
were intended by Mr. Morril to be conveyed, is 
fifty dollars. So that Mr. Morril only excuses 
the commission of one offence by showing him- 
self to have been guilty of a much more aggra- 
vated one. The object for Which the penalty 
was created is just as effectually defeated by con- 
veying letters in the’ way Mr. Morril expected 
those would be conveyed, as though the mail 
carrier+had, with his own knowledge, intention- 
ally conveyed them in the same way. Mr. Morril 
says he ‘thad no notion of conveying letters or 
other articles in papers to avoid postage.” In- 
deed! but what else has he done ? If his motive 
was really such as he pretends it was, he may 
escape the penalty which the law attaches to the 
deed, but the imputation of fraud he cannot es- 
cape. He may also have shielded the carrier from 
punishment by withholding a knowledge of the 
facts from him ; but in doing so he takes all the 
guilt on himself. Mr. Morril may perhaps wish, 
apon weighing this exposition of his conduct, to 
resume his former attitude as the one most favor- 
able to’ his character ; but this he will find it diffi- 
cult to do without acknowledging the insincerity, 
if not the downright dishonesty of his attempt to 
-exculpate himself. A solitary culpable act, done 
through ignorance, or inadvertency, may, and 
often should be overlooked; the public good sel- 
dom requiring the exposure and disgrace of the 
author of it for example sake. But when one, 
whose standing and intelligence precludes the 
excuse which ignorance might have furnished, 
sins deliberately, and when accused, pleads his 
defence on grounds which show him still more 
culpable than he was at first charged with, it is 
not only right, but necessary, that his sins should 
be exposed and the public eye fixed upon him. 
Frauds upon the Post Office Department, sim- 
ilar to the one in question, aré, it is to be feared, 
tvo common with certain of your neighbors. To 
prevent them in future an example should be 
made, and a better one, perhaps could not be 
found, than the gentleman in question. 
Respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 
NATHAN B. FELTON. 


The Rev. O. A. Skinner has forwarded us the first No. 
of “The Southern Pioneer and Gospel Visiter.” It is 
tobe published simultaneously in Baltimore, Md. and 
Richmond, Va. in pamphlet form; each No. containing 
24 pages. The number before us is neatly executed.— 
The quality of the paper is fine, and the matter which it 
contains is of an interesting character. We recommend 
it to the favorable attention of our lay brethren. The 
Prospectus of the work may be found on the 7th page of 
this paper. 








The editor of the Christian Intelligencer says, ‘‘Any 
man or any set of men who should go out into society, 
under any other cloak thaa that of Religion, and become 
the instruments of causing so much insanity and death as 
are produced by ‘four day’ preachers, would soon be re- 
cognized by the civil authorities, and held to answer for 
the mischief they o¢casion.” 





The “Christian Preacher,” No. 10, contains two ser- 
mons, one from Br. Sa@obb, and the other from Br. W. 
A. Drew. . 





REMOVAL. 

We are happy to learn that the “ First Univer- 
salist Society in Oswego” village, has given an 
invitation to Br. O. Whiston, late of New-York 
city, to remove there and become their Pastor. 
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hope they will long remain mutually prosperous 
ied Bin Mati in thelr relations. Br. Whiston 
enters on his duties there, on the first Sunday in 
November next, after which being engaged for 
the whole time, services may be expected on ev- 
ery Sunday, in the village. 

There is a large field open in Oswego co. this 
being, we believe, the only society in it; and e- 
ven this society was formed less than a year since. 
The march of truth has, indeed, been triumphant, 
and needs only a few faithful laborers to render 
it equally so in many other sections of the county, 

*,* Br Whiston wishes, in future, to have all 
letter papers, éc. intended for bith, to be di- 
rected to Oswego, N. Y—Magazine and Advo- 
cate. 





(Concluded from page 127.) 
to do evil; neither be tike some others who “ fear 
God and worship idols. Quit yourselves like 
men, like faithful soldiers of Jesus Christ. Be 
firm and faithful in the defence of civil and re- 
ligious freedom ; and the Lord give you wisdom 
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to virtoe; and the certainty of punishment for sin. And it will 

i those benevolent sentiments, which teach, that “God 
will have all men.w be-saved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth;”’ that the work of reformation will continue, uutit 
“all shall remember and turn unto the Lord, andall the kindreds 


of the nations worship before that all punishment is dis- 
ciplinary; (ath that inflicted rig and the future state; and 
‘that in the di i — fulness of ms Cc will 

r together in one, all things in Christ, which are in 
on and on earth, even inhim.” And its visits will 
not be frequent, it will aim to ow interesting and profita- 
ble, by always bringing “good. tidings of great joy, whieh shall 
be to al people.” “Tt wi give intelli of the formation of 
societies; of the erection’ of i 3 of the meeting of 
associations and conventions; and of all that relates t6 the preg- 
ress of liberal principles. 

That a ofthis kind is greatly needed, will be evident, 
when we consider, that the people here are generally unacquaiu- 
ted with the leading doctrines it will advocate; and, that there is 
no publication of the kind, in this part of our Lord’s vineyard. 
It is but ashort time, that Universalism has been statedly 

reached in Maryland and Virginia; but that benevolence of 
sor that independence of mind, and those generous feelings, 
that distinguish the southerners, have given it a ready reception; 
and it seems destined, under God, to have a rapid increase, and 
a permanent support. The signs of the times show, that while 
the north gives up, the south will not keep back; that soon the 
sons of God will be brought from afar, and his daughters from 
the ends of the earth. There is every reason for encouragement, 
that could be expected; indeed, our expectations thus far, have 
been more than realized. And we trust, that through divine as- 











and strength to resist every encroachment of| 
spiritual tyranny : délievr us all from mental bon-| 
dage ; and, over and above all, “may the Good 
Lord deliver us” and the world from the reign of 
the BramBue. 
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A destructive fire occurred at Louisville, Ken. on the 
12th of October. Three buildings were destroyed, one of 
which was adjoining the U. S. Bank, which was saved with 
difficulty. 

An immense shoal of mackerel, extending a number of 
miles, was off Newburyport a few days since, giving prof- 
itable employment to 300 fishing craft for a short time. It 
has moved to the southward. 


Mr. Chaubert, the famous Fire King, has been perform- 
ing his feats of swallowing prussic acid, arsenic, melted 
lead, eating red hot iron instead of muffins—staying an hour 
or two in an oven, nearly as hot as Nebuchadnezzar’s far- 
nace, in the city of New York. It seems he lately took a 
slight cold by swallowing too large a bar of red-hot iron, 
but he has since recovered, and is now in ‘‘good health and 
spirits.” 








The Rev. Mr. Moore will preach at the Court-house, 
in this village, on Sunday next. 
LO mer eae 
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MARRIED, 
® In Boston, Rev. Jostan C. Wao, one of the editors of the 
“Cincinnati Sentinel,”? (Ohio) to Miss Ermina Battov, 
danghter of the Rev. H. Ballou. 





DIED, 
In this —— on Friday last, Mrs. Potty Cups, wile of 
Mr. Daniel Childs, aged 31. 
In Shrewsbury, a few days since, Mrs. AB1GAIL Rosinson, 
at an advanced age. 
& Hartford, Oct; 17, very suddenly, Miss Potty Nuttine, 
agec 


20. 
In Pomfret, Oct. 27, Loris VauGHAN, aged 88. 








PROSPECTUS 
OF THE 


SOQUIMELN PLONBBR 


AND 


GOSPEL VISITER. 
EDITED BY AN ASSOCIATION OF GENTLEMEN. 


Published simulianeously in Baltimore, Md. and Rich- 
mond, Va. 
Hg object of the SourHERN ProxkER and GospEL 


VisiTER will be to explain the Scriptures; to illustrate 
their doctrines; to enforce their precepts; and to - 











tical godliness. In accomplishing this, it will encourage reli- 
gious inquiry; the of the Bible; prayer and pious medita- 
tion; ic It will urge the importance of reli- 





We congratulate both partics on this eyent—and 


gion; the necessity of faith and repentance; the various motives 


sistance, our periodicals will be instrumental, in correcting er- 
rors, in spreading truth, in reclaiming sinners, in confirming the 
duubtful, and in comforting the afflicted. And we hope to make 
it a faithful and successful Pioneer, and a welcome Visiter. 

We are aware, however, that there are many obstacles in our 
way. We expect, that people who have been educated inthe 
belief of the popular doctrines of the day, will oppose us; that 
they will proscribe us as innovators ; and will raise the cry, that 
we bring certain strange things to their ears. We know too, 
that our sentiments are misunderstood; that exceedingly false 
notions are entertained of them; and we expect, that the voice 
of evil report, will be heard through the land; that people will be 
warned against reading; and that they will be exhorted to shun 
our religion, as a deadly poison; and we shall not be disappoint- 
ed, if many, who are of our own happy faith, through pride of 
fashion, through love of popularity, andof worldly gam, oppose 
us. Indeed, we expect various kinds of opposition, and from 
various sources. But as we consider Liberal Christianity infi- 
nitely valuable—as we consider it more agreeable to the Divine 
character, than any other religion; more free from superstition; 
more consistent with Scripture, nature, and reason; and better 
adapted to the human character; better calculated to reform the 
vicious, to correct the disorders of society, and to support the 
sick, the afflicted, and the dying; and as we consider many of 
the doctrines held in the church, highly dishonorable to God, 
and opposed to the great object of Christ’s mission; ar ve con- 
sider them, opposed to free inquiry, to that charity wh is the 
bond of perfectness, and to that love which is the fulfilling of the 
law; we cannot refrain from using our utmost endeavors for the 
spread, of what we believe to be, the true Gospel,  Daty to God 
and our fellow beings; benevolence and charity require it of us. 
And we have for our encouragement, the spirit of the age; the 
omnipotence of truth; the approbation of our own hearts; and 
the Divine prémise, that the Gospel shall finally prevail. We 
know too, that we have many warm and firm friends, who will 
lend us their aid, in iecdlating truth—friends, who are not 
ashamed of the Gospel—friends, who confess Christ before men. 
And we know too, that such friends are fast increasing; that the 
word is having free course, and is being glorified. 

Ii being the object of the Editors to spread the truth, rather 
than enrich themselves, they have put their work at a low price, 
that noné can object to taking it. They also offer a liberal com- 
pensation to Agents, that may be induced to exert themselves in 
procuring subscribers. 

CONDITIONS. 

1. The SourHERy ProrreR and GosPEr VisiTER, iv 
ublished on the Ist of every month, at the low rate of One Doi- 
jar a year, payable on the delivery of the first number. All who 

neglect this, will be charged 6 1-4 cents a month. 

2. A title page and index for the volume, wiil be inserted in 
the last number. 

3. Agents, and all, who will send us five dollars, fice of all ex- 
pense, shall be entitled to six copies. 

4. Letters which contain three dollars or more, may come at 
our expense. All others must be post paid. 

6. Allletters to be directed to O11s A. Skinner. Baltimore, 


\ 





Just Received and for Sale at this Office, 

PAMPHLET entitled “InremPperRance Rre- 

PRovED. A discourse deliyered in the Universai- 
ist Church in the city of Albany, 1. D. Williamson Pas- 
tor.” 


UST received and for SALE at this office, Rev. Rus- 
sELL Srreeter’s SERMON, delivered at the {u- 
neral of Miss As1tGa1n Reep, of Westford, Mass.. the 
victim of modern revivals. Price 124 cents. 








We have been deeply interested in its perusal. 
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PERPETUAL ADORATION. 
BY THOMAS MOORE. 
The turf shall be my fragrant shrine : 
My temple, Lord thatarch of thine ; 
My censer’s breath the mountain airs, 
And silent thoughts my only prayers. 


My choir shall be the moonlight waves, 
When murmuring homeward to their caves ; 
Or, when the stillness of the sea, 

Even more than music breathes to thee. 


I'll seek, by day some glade unknown, 
All light and silence, like thy throne ; 
And the pale stars shal] be at night, 
The only eyes that watch my rite. 


Thy heaven, on which ’tis bliss to look, 
Shall be my pure and shining book, 
Where I shall read, in words of flame, 
The glories of thy wondrous name. 


There’s nothing bright, above, below, 
From flowers that bloom, to stars that glow, 
But in its light my soul can see 

Some feature of thy Deity. 


There’s nothing dark, below, above, 
But in its gloom I trace thy love ; 

And meekly wait that moment when 
Thy touch shall turn all white again. 





From the Token, for 1832. 
FROST. 
BY MISS GOULD. 

The Frost looked forth, one still, clear night, 
And he said, “‘Now'l shall be out of sight, 
So through the valley and over the height, 

In silence I’ll take my way; 
1 will not go on like that blustering train, 
The wind and the snow—the hail and the rain, 
‘Who make so much bustle and noise in vain, 

But I'll be as busy as they!” 


‘Chen he went to the mountain and powdered its crest, 
He climbed up the trees and their boughs he dressed 
With diamonds and pearls, and over the breast 

Of the quivering lake, he spread 
A coat of mail, that it need not fear 
"Che downward point of many a spear, 
That he hung on its margin, far and near 

Where a rock could rear its head. 


He went to the windows of those who slept, 
And over each pane like a fairy crept, 
Wherever he breathed, wherever he stepped, 
By the light of the moon, were seen 
Most beautiful things. There were flowers and trecs, 
There were bevies of birds, and swarms of bees— 
There were cities, thrones, temples and bowers! and these 


All pictured in silver sheen! 


But he did one thing that was hardly fair; 

He went to the cupboard, and finding there, 

That all had forgetten for him to prepare, 
‘*Now, just to set them a thinking, 

I'l bite this basket of fruit,’’ said he ; 

‘*This bloated pitcher I’l\ burst in three ! 

And the glass of water they’ve left for me 
Shall ‘tchick’ to tell them I’m drinking!’ 
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From the New England Magazine. 
Povwtucket-—This . four miles from 


is town is 


Providence, on both sides of Pawtucket river, | g 


which at this place divides Rhode-Island from 
Massachusetts, and contains about four thou- 
sand inhabitants. It is entirely a manufactur- 
ing town, and one of the most flourishing in 
the country. The manufacturing establish- 
ments are built upon three several falls. At 
the Upper, or Valley-Falls, are four large 
mills, running 7500 spindles, 210 looms, em- 
ploying about 200 hands, and manufacturing 
above 1000 bales of cotton annually. Anoth- 


er building is erecting, which will hold 40,000 


spindles. At the Central-Falls are four large 
factories, running nearly 10,000 spindles, and 
200 looms, employing 240 hands, and using 
1200 bales of cotton. At the Lower Falls, 
which is the principal village, there are 11 
mills, running 17,687 spindles and 440 looms, 
employing 576 hands, mostly females, and us- 
ing annually 1864 bales of cotton. 

Taunton, contains about 6000 inhabitants. 
The different cotton manufactories here, run 
about 15,000 spindles, use 2400 bales of cot- 
ton, and employ 1169 hands. The Taunton 
Manufacturing Company have four cotton- 
mills;—they bleach, and turn into calicoes, 
two hundred and fifty thousand pieces, equal 
to about seven millions five hundred thousand 
yards ina year. They use three hundred 
hogshead of madder, thirty thousand pounds 
of indigo; 150 tons of various kinds of dye 
woods; beside a vast quantity of drugs. They 
burn 3000 tons of coal, and 2000 cords of 
wood. The Iron Works manufacture from 
scraps 300 tons of iron; they roll and make 
into hoops, nails, shovels, kc. &c, 1500 tons 
of foreign iron. They make 25 dozemof shov- 
els, daily—burn 1000 tons of coal and employ 
100 laborers. There is a large manufactory 
of copper and lead, unquestionably the most 
extensive concern of the kind in the country, 
where are manufactured about 300 tons of 
copper, and from five hundred to a thousand 
tons of lead, in all their varieties. But the 
most interesting establishment here, is the man- 
ufactory of Britannia ware. It owes its exis- 
tence to the ingenuity of a native mechanic. 
To come at the nature of the mixture, an im- 
proved tea-pot was broken up and analyzed. 
From this small beginning, a large four story 
building with numerous hands, is scarcely equal 
to the demands upon the company for their 
ware. 


Right of Admission to a Love Feast.—The 
Magistrates ef Birmingham, have lately made 
a decision which affects the usual rules ob- 
served in the Love Feast of the Methodists. 
On the previous Sunday afternoon, a man 
named Ingraham, who had either been expel- 
led, or who had withdrawn from the society, 
presented himself at the door, to attend the 
Loye Feast, but had no “admission ticket.” — 
On his persisting that he had a right to enter, 
he was forced out, and complained before the 
Magistrates of the assault. They decided that, 
“as it was a registered place of public worship, 
the defendants had no right to prevent any 
person whatever from attending any service;”’ 
and the defendants were accordingly fined for 
the assault. 








At the Circuit Court held in this village last 
week, the causes of Canfield and Bostwick, 
vs. Aristarcius Champion and others came on. 





This was. an action on the defendant as pro- 
prietors of the Pioneer line of stages, for the 
amage done to the plaintiff’s wife, by a driver 
of the line, in negligently driving against « 
wagon in which she was riding, and injuring 
her, insomuch that she will be a cripple during 
her life. The occurrence happened near Ver- 
non village in this county, sometime in Sep- 
tember, 1830, and just before that line was 
discontinued. Verdict for the plaintiff, eight 
hundred dollars! Justice—strict justice, would 
have made it as many thousands.— Utica Obs. 


Awful Effects of Intemperance.—A female, 
named Kerr, residing in the town of Warwick, 
was burnt to death, on the 29th ult. On the 
night of the casualty, she retired to bed under 
the influence of stimulants—a quarrel ensued 
with her husband, which terminated in expel- 
ling her from the bed—she then wrapped her- 
self in a blanket or quilt and port by the fire. 
It speedily communicated with the clothing in 
which she was enveloped, and, without resis- 
tance on the part of the unfortunate and in- 
sensible victim, completed its work of death. 


Another Warning.—-On Monday evening, 
the dwelling house of the widow Stevens, of 
Knox, in this county, was destroyed by fire; 
and we are much pained to add, that the own- 
er aged about 90 years, and her son, William 
Stevens, about 60 years, both perished in the 
flames. This accident affords another distres- 
sing proof of the evil effects of intemperance; 
as the son, who had been absent during the 
day, returned intoxicated with a jug of spirits, 
on the evening of the fire, and from his care- 
lessness, the accident is said to have origina- 
ted. It may be proper to add, that we are 
informed the husband of the deceased widow, 
was some years since frozen to death, in a 
state of intoxication.—Albany Argus. 





Oricinat Anecpote.—Not many years 
ago aman appeared in court, whether as plain- 
tiff, defendant, or witness, tradition does not 
inform us. Be this as it may the following 
dialogue ensued: 

Court.+-What is your name, sir? 

Answer.—My name is Knott Martin, your 
honor. 

C.—Well, what is it? 

A.—It is Knott Martin. 

C.— ‘Not Martin,” again! We don’t ask 
you what your name is not, but what it is. No 
contempt of Court, sir! 

‘A.—if your honor will give me leave I will 
spell my name. 

C.—Well, spell it. 

A.—K n o doublet, Knott, M ar, martin, 
tin—Knott Martin. : 

C.—O, well, Mr. Martin, we see through it 
now; but it is one of the most knotty cases we 
have had before us for some time, 


REAL ESTATE FOR SALE. 
“ae subscriber offers for sale his real estate, pleasantly situa- 
ted in Pomfret, on the turnpike road, leading from Wood- 
stock to Royalton, four miles from Woodstock Court House, con- 
sisting of fifty acres 


“& 
EXCELLENT LAND, 
in a good state of cultivation, on whiéh'ls a convenient, well fin- 
ished dwelling house—W ood rm and sheds—a 
large well finished blacksmith’s shop, 25 feet by 30—a first rate 
saw-mill, nearly new, not more than eight rods from the house, 
three fourths of which belongs to the subscriber, with a sufficien- 
cy of water to saw 200,000 feet of boards yearly, and a good 
ents for timber for many years—and other out-buildings in 
abundance. The above will be sold very low. Any person 


ishing to purchase, will do well to call. 
ap eh HARVEY BRUCE. 
Pomfret, Nov. 1, 1831. 10-8 
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